1010	INDIAN MEDICINAL PLANTS
tube short, adnate to the ovary at the base Petals 4, entire, inserted
on a fleshy disk Stamens 8-12; anthers subsessile, multiloculate.
Ovary 2-celled, ^-inferior, produced beyond the calyx into a fleshy
cone; ovules 2 in each cell; style conical at the base, subulate; stigma
bifid Fruit coriaceous, ovoid or obconic, girt at the base with the
reflexed persistent calyx-teeth. Seed germinating while the fruit is
still on the tree; radicle elongate, perforating the apex of the fruit
and descending from the tree to the mud.—Species about 5.—America,
S. Africa to Japan.
R   mucronata Lam.  is  used  medicinally  in  Indo  China,  the
Philippine Islands, Brazil, Guiana, the West Indies, and West Africa.
1.    Rhizophora mucronata Lam.  Encyl.  Meth. VI  (1804)
189.—plate 408.
A large evergreen glabrous shrub or small tree; young branches
thick, conspicuously marked with scars of fallen leaves and stipules.
Leaves 7 5-20 by 4.5-10 cm., elliptic, acute, usually mucronate,
glabrous, bright green above, paler, minutely rugulose and dotted
with black dots beneath, base tapering; petioles 2-38 cm long;
stipules 5-7.5 cm. long, glabrous, minutely rugulose, caducous.
Flowers pedicelled, in axillary, usually 3- (rarely 2-) flowered cymes
slightly longer than the petioles; peduncles stout, 2-38 cm long,
from the axils of the leaves of the same year; pedicels short, rugose.
Calyx 1.3-1.6 cm. long; lobes pale yellow coriaceous, triangular-
oblong, subacute, glabrous, reticulate-rugose, keeled within, reflexed
in fruit. Petals white, shorter than the calyx-lobes, oblong, obtuse,
thick and fleshy, densely villous on the margins and less so on the
inner faces. Stamens 8; anthers linear, acute. Fruit 3.8 ern. long,
ovoid-conical, surrounded at the base by the persistent calyx-lobes;
protruded radicle cylindric, sometimes reaching 60 cm. long before it
falls from the tree.
Distribution    Along mtiddy shores  and tidal creeks  of India, Ceylon,—Tropics  of
the Old World and Australia,
The bark is a powerful astringent.
The bark is used as a cure for diabetes (Rheede).
In Indo China, the bark is given in haemorrhage and angina.

